CREATIVITY

Many follow a career path that is mainstream, failing to act on their creative inner soul. |

am one of those, not that I have not had fun
complaining. But | often wondérwhat if | had pursued a differenttha What if | had acted on
my creative natur e (iwokhad-d ceetitibesnatiae). swhere wotllchtlaat | h

have led me? Would anyone have been interested? Would | have been a success? | may never
know. Then again, do | really know athawaits me in the future? So as | was thinking about

this, it occurred to me that | know some really talented people who stepped outside the
mainstream and used their creative or artistic natures to go in a different diiettiey opted
outoftheodi nary to attempt the extraordinary. Sc
mine to people | know who have done some wonderfully unexpécttdeast to me things.

Jealous am 1? In a way. But more than that | am in awe of what my friendanaig have
accomplished.

ZACHARRYOS

Many years ago | had the opportunity to work with Elizabeth Roberts and Cooper Estates
from London in connection with their United States real estate investments. My former partner,
Bob Hayhurst (former only because i premature death many years ago) introduced me to
Elizabeth and her family, and together we worked on many real estate transactions in California.
Working with Bob was always an experience as it was first class all the way, including a ride on
the Cortorde to London for a critical meeting with Elizabeth and the company. Of course with
Bob there was always time to experience London in his own inimitable way.

Eventually Elizabeth tired of the activities
of Cooper Estates and Ar et
Sootland. Whereupon she and her family
(including Ely and her husband Jim) developed the
concept o fi A W é#avdurafood, ydrink,
bath, beauty and home products with aromatic
spruce tips from our own organic registered (Soil
Association) forest in &ith Lanarkshire, and
essential Scottish spruce oil from the Highlaads.
You can read mor e about .
f" S s greeting card and spruce history book that

Eli zabeth enclosed with the Spruce Essenti al
lovingly wrapped by this special friend of mine in a wonderful jute bag. And you can check out
Elizabethds website for further i nformation o

and what the future might bring as well as all of the other creative damnteresting
accomplishments  of this incredibly talented and interesting  woman
http://www.crookedstane.cam

LENOGS PENS

Lenny Howard is a cabinet maker working for TayMade
Builders in Northport, Maine Sowoodworking is in his blood. Lenny is ~ ey =
a classmate of my wifebds in Sei ° . BMai ne,
meet him, at high school reunions and just because | like hanging ai :
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Belfast andSearsport, Maine (especially at Rollies Bar & Grill). Ekbownst to me (well,

known by me since we have been friends on Facebook and

my wife surprised me with a pen made by Lenny), he
developed a passion for creating pens made from various

wood products. Or akenny calls them in his brochuré

Afi necrahadd writing instruments. O
So | am thrilled to be able to include in the holiday basket an
example of these beautiful pens. They make a great gift, so
donot hesitate t o check out

http://picasaweb.google.com/toolmanlh/LenSPears# contact Lenny to order more.

THE DIVINE MISS ABI

Abi Robertso search for her show Dbusi nesc

Beaches, and ended with the making of a film abeutsearch for Bette Midler when she finally
encountered the Divine Miss M in Las Vegas. Yes, Abi is the daughter of Elizabeth (see above)

and is an incredible singer, comedian and
improvisationer (is that a word?). Wonderfully

talented and encouraged Ioyy former partner Bob

Hayhurst, Abi has pursued her show business dreams.

To celebrate her regard for her show business mother,

Abi recorded the CD fiBeache
Bette Mi dl er 6s songs as W €
compositions ATWUr nOndbheandi gnhy
personal favorite AEvery Gir
Friendo. To know Abi i's to
perform will bring tear§ mostly from laughter. If she

comes to a comedy club in your townssliecdmon A
know that you will enjoytheChand t he movie of her fAsearcho t
To learn more about the life and times of Abi Roberts seew.abiroberts.com

an
fi

WINE LOVERS/WINE MAK ERS

| like to drink wine. On occasion and in moderation of course. To make a good wine is
ar t, as wel | as a science. |l 6ve included

rst time 1 6ve included wi neésHarm@adaed Molly wi ne:

Lebowitz, who own Snow Farm Vineyardnyw.snowfarm.co and Bill Sweat, who, along
with Donna Morris, owns the Winderlea Vineyard and Winery in Dundee, Oregon
(www.windelea.comn.

an American College of Mortgage Attorneys meeting in Santa Mo
last year. With New York and New England roots and a winer
Vermont, we immediately hit it off. Mollys the real estate lawye
Harrison runs the winery (although in his former life he was an assi

| became friends with Harrison and Molly almost by acciden

attorney general for Vermont). A short time after the meeting, Harrf [} =

came out to California to be with his son, who, as one of the top ..
school quaerbacks in the country for South Burlington H.S., w
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attending the Steve Clarkson Quarterback Camp. Harrison brought
along a bottle of his wine and once | tasted it | knew | had to include the

Snow Farm wines in the holiday basket. Snow Farm Vineyards,
founded in 1996 by Harrison and Molly as a way to keep farm land

wor ki ng, i's Vermontos ol dest commer
We selected the highly rated (87 pts., Wine Spectator) 2008 Vermont

Vidal Blanc ice wine for the basket and ice wine fans sure to enjoy

it Al so included is the wineryos
whit e. Harrison is also a noted au
East, Y 0 u n g http:Mavw.amazon.com/EadtoungMan-

HarrisorLebowitz/dp/1440473617

Winderlea Vineyard and Winery http://www.winderlea.com
became a passion and second career for Bill Sweat and Dgaa 5 e

Morris in 2006 when,iting of life in the financial industry, but i
love with Pinot Noir, headed west to the place where Pinot No
a delicacyi the Willamette Valley of Oregon. In Dundee thg
bought the former Goldschmidt Winery and rechristened it
Winderlea, a wondéul boutigue winery. In an article o

Aval onwine.com the winery w di ar
Wi neds Gol d- hthdavaonvine.com/Winderlea S
Vineyard.php#axzz17IAOOnaHWo u | dn o6t we al |35 ire

life of a winemaker, though | suspect that Bill would give SiESes 3
somewhat different perspective on that. >

My first contact with Bill was a telephone message not

too long ago asking me to call him and that it was something

about Bates College. When we connected Bill, as President of

the Bates Al umni Counci |, i nform
the Council, which was news to
position. Nevertheless, since | rarely say no to anything like that,

and since, having sent two children to Bates, my passion for the

place continues
unabated, I accepted th
my experiences with Bill and the rest of the Counc
When | discovered that Bill owned the Winderle
Vineyard and Winerywell, | just had to try the wine. I
was wonderful and immediately | knew it had to |
included in the holiday basket. So if you enjoy rea .
good Pinot Noir you will enjoy the Winderlea Esta
Reserve Pinot Noir 2008 (a year rated as a Classic Jy
Wine Spectator [95L00 pt.]). And to show the diversification of the winery, also included is

t heir -sitFrleenac hChardonnay from 2008. For the r
know that the wine is made in a LEED certified building shared by iese

have
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COLLEGE A CAPPELLA

Specifically, Bates College a cappella. The Friday night a cappella concert, featuring all
the five college a cappella groups, I's a muc
Weekend at Bates College. The Lewiston ddamniddle school auditorium is filled to the rafters
and if one is not there well before start time, one will be standing in the rafters. We started
attending the concerts during our daughter S
alongoursonEt han, who also decided to go to Bates
with great interest. Ethan was always musically inclined, playing guitar and writing songs, but
we had no idea that he had any desire to be in one of the groups. Untd,hbatalled one day
and said fADad, I 6m in the Crosstones. I was
expressed my surprise, I asked how he did it.
And he fit ri govingi gr wuph of hicoedson known for
performances. 0

Over the course of the last couple of years,
the Crosstones have been working on producing a
new CD. In the midst of finalizing the recording,
the hard drive holding the only recordings
crashed, leading to an extended and expensive
enterprise involving me, by partner Bob Infelise
(whose son was in the group) and the group itself
to Arescueod the recordings.
this fall, the Crosstones held a CD release party at
homecomng at Bates in October. This papa is

: proud t o include t he CD (

Foundo for good reason) in the holiday baske
enjoying this CD. But dondét st o peupdngoutebe Sev
oo o Ahits.

Tsome from the CD and
Here is a link to two of them, one fro
Homecoming 2010 i Br oken Heart

of Mindd (note the se mi dd
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0R4Eqgxb9v(

and another, the yout Par en
and Family Weekend 290 k 0

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Sp11Wxpp
w Butallyouned to do i s se
on youtube and you can find many more of t
talented groupbés wond
think | am proud of the Crosstones and my s
you are right. | hope the pride is justified.
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MY DAD THE ARTIST

You can live wih someone your whole life and not know whi
hidden talent they have. That was true of me and my father. He spen
of his life working in the garment industry in New York. Since we lived)
New Jersey, it was up at 5:00 AM to catch the first traio MewYork and %
then back home by 6:30 PM. Tiring. Weekends during the summer
spent at the swim club when he did not drive to the City to work on Satu, .
morning. And raising 4 boys was no easy picnic for him and my Mom. {§ |}
surprised me no elwhen he and my Mom, having moved to Palm Desert
retire, signed up for an art class. There they met another retired coupl
together they painted. Eventually the talk g
around to their sons. AMy son is
real estate law frminLoAngel es o0 sai d my mot he.l
partner at a real estate |l aw fir
mother. The discussion continued until they realized Geaty
Glick and | worked at the same firm. They became fast friends.

I di dndét ematyi anuctho amay f at her
honest about it, at | east | canodt
2001 just after my 8Dbirthday. | collected the paintings together

‘ for his funeral and was stunned by their beauty. He only did 8 or 9
paintings, metly from memories of his several trips to Italy, his life in the desert and his love of
nature. They are family treasures.

A couple of years ago a friend of mine, Josh Stein, w
was at Latham & Watkins at the time, was gracious enough
gvemeasedf note cards that he
paintings. And that was the inspiration for creating the note
cards that you find in the basket. Honestly, they only provid
an indication as to how truly beautiful the originals are. We
also worked wittHarrison and Molly Lebowitz to create a
custom | abel utilizing one
Blanc ice wine, which, for me, makes that wine extra special

My regret is that my Dad did not take advantage of his talent at a younger age. My
delightis that he ultimately did so, yet he may not have known how good of an artist he was.
But through his paintings and the note cards, my family will always know and | hope that you
will too.
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LADY PICASSO

All children at some point are compelled to drawd gaint and the parents ooh and aah
over the nt aliewhichois fordottem dsesponts amdlstudied take over their daily
l i ves. There was a ti me, however, in the | if
ability, having skipped generation, suddenly appeared, as she attended an art class at age 10 or
11. Most of what she did was interesting. But one painting she did was more than interesting. It
captured oneds ey @hedarded vadyu Framecdhamd in dcpbt horgpoin
my office, it is the one piece of art in my office that commands attention and draws many
comments. | dondt know what she fAsawo that c
way that she did or how she constructed the shapescn &
Picasseesq way. The Painted Lady is now attached to the
mini-canvas included in the basket.

Shayna never painted again after she did The Painted
Lady. Her eye for detail never changed, but her interest in, and
knack for, fashion soon took overart expressed in a different
way. Still, | wish she had kept at it. But as my father proved, if
you have the innate creative juice, you can pick up the easel
and brush later in life and fulfill your artistic dreams. | hope
Shayna will do just that.

FINAL THOUGHTS AND A HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON TO AL L

It took much effort to put this basket together. It could not have been, would not have
been done without the encouragement of my former assistant Kathleen Martin, who, once | had
the concept, was all over theéeia and pushed to make it happen, especially with all of the little
additions to the basket. She was ably assisted by my daughter, Shayna, who it should be known,
selected the LL Bean bag and its <col ore, whi c
The two of them allowed me to do something creative with the creativity of others.

We wish you all a wonderful, joyous holiday season and a terrific New Year.

SHAYNA AND
ETHAN WITH
SANTA T SEEMS
LIKE YESTERDAY.
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